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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-25 are subject to examination. Claims 2, 7, 10, 15, 18 and 23 have 
been cancelled. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 

1 1/02/2005 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1,3-6, 9, 1 1-14, 17, 19-22 and 25 
have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless- 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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5. Claims 1, 3, 5, 6, 8, 9, 11, 13, 14,16, 17,19, 21, 22, 24 and 25 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Faulkner et al. (hereinafter Faulkner) 
(US 2003/0208480 A1) 
Referring to claim 1, 

Faulkner teaches a method for monitoring hardware information associated with a 
plurality of distinct network devices (para. [001 7]) in an enterprise system (para. [0004]) 
comprising: 

« invoking a flexible configuration file, the flexible configuration file comprising a 
first location directive to retrieve parameters from a first network device and a second 
location directive to retrieve parameters from a second network device, the first network 
device comprising a first device type and the second network device comprising a 
second device type (para. [0003], [0017], "A large number of networkable devices 
conform to Simple Network Management Protocol (SNMP). Each of these devices has 
a management information base (MIB) that may contain several thousand entries or 
object identifications (OID)." [0018]," The data preparation system has a set of 
mechanisms to prepare a data file that isolates and surfaces the pertinent OlDs for a 
specified network-attached device, optionally adds supplemental data, and performs 
unit conversions. The network monitoring system displays the results from the data 
preparation system in a user-interface, in which* typical SNMP-based monitoring 
activities can be performed by the user."); 
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remotely retrieving real-time hardware information associated with the first 
network device based on the first location directive, the hardware information including 
information on one or more hardware characteristics (para. [0017], [0018], [0023]); and 
dynamically presenting the real-time information through a display. (Fig.6, 
para.[0023],[0024]) 
Referring to claim 3, 

Faulkner teaches the method of claim 1 , the hardware information comprising chassis 
component information. (para.[0003], [0017], [0018]) 
Referring to claim 5, 

Faulkner teaches the method of claim 1, further comprising selecting a second location 
directive of the flexible configuration file to retrieve hardware information associated with 
a second of the network devices, (para. [001 8]) 
Referring to claim 6, 

Faulkner teaches the method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

polling the particular network device based on a polling configuration file, the 
polling configuration file comprising an associated polling interval for each hardware 
characteristic; receiving updated hardware information associated with the network 
device at each associated polling interval; and dynamically displaying the updated 
hardware information, (para. [0024]) 
Referring to claim 8, 

Faulkner teaches the method of claim 1, the interactive display comprising a first and a 
second window, the first window comprising a hierarchical tree structure of hardware 
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characteristics, the second window comprising a tabular display of information 
associated with a hardware characteristic selected in the hierarchical tree structure. 
(Fig. 6). 

Referring to claim 9, 

Claim 9 is a claim to a software for monitoring hardware information associated with a 
network element in accordance with the method of claim 1 . Therefore, claim 9 is 
rejected for the reasons set forth for claim 1 . 
Referring to claim 11, 

Claim 1 1 is a claim to the software for monitoring hardware information associated with 
a network element in accordance with the method of claim 3. Therefore, claim 1 1 is 
rejected for the reasons set forth for claim 3. 
Referring to claim 13, 

Claim 13 is a claim to the software for monitoring hardware information associated with 
a network element in accordance with the method of claim 5. Therefore, claim 13 is 
rejected for the reasons set forth for claim 5. 
Referring to claim 14, 

Claim 14 is a claim to the software for monitoring hardware information associated with 
a network element in accordance with the method of claim 6. Therefore, claim 14 is 
rejected for the reasons set forth for claim 6. 
Referring to claim 16, 
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Claim 16 is a claim to software for monitoring hardware information associated with a 
network element in accordance with the method of claim 8. Therefore, claim 16 is 
rejected for the reasons set forth for claim 8. 
Referring to claim 17, 

Claim 17 is a claim to a system for monitoring information associated with a network 
element in accordance with the method of claim 1 . Therefore, claim 17 is rejected for 
the reasons set forth for claim 1 . 
Referring to claim 19, 

Claim 19 is a claim to the system for monitoring information associated with a network 
element in accordance with the method of claim 3. Therefore, claim 19 is rejected for 
the reasons set forth for claim 3. 
Referring to claim 21, 

Claim 21 is a claim to the system for monitoring information associated with a network 
element in accordance with the method of claim 5. Therefore, claim 21 is rejected for 
the reasons set forth for claim 5. 
Referring to claim 22, 

Claim 22 is a claim to the system for monitoring information associated with a network 
element in accordance with the method of claim 6. Therefore, claim 22 is rejected for 
the reasons set forth for claim 6. 
Referring to claim 24, 
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Claim 24 is a claim to the system for monitoring information associated with a network 
element in accordance with the method of claim 8. Therefore, claim 24 is rejected for 
the reasons set forth for claim 8. 
Referring to claim 25, 

Faulkner teaches a method for monitoring hardware information associated with a 
plurality of distinct network device in an enterprise system (para.[0017], [0004]) 
comprising: 

invoking a flexible configuration file, the flexible configuration file comprising a 
first location directive to retrieve parameters from a first network device and a second 
location directive to retrieve parameters from a second network device, the first network 
device comprising a first device type and the second network device comprising a 
second device type(para.[0003], [0017], "A large number of networkable devices 
conform to Simple Network Management Protocol (SNMP). Each of these devices has 
a management information base (MIB) that may contain several thousand entries or 
object identifications (OID)." [0018]," The data preparation system has a set of 
mechanisms to prepare a data file that isolates and surfaces the pertinent OlDs for a 
specified network-attached device, optionally adds supplemental data, and performs 
unit conversions. The network monitoring system displays the results from the data 
preparation system in a user-interface, in which typical SNMP-based monitoring 
activities can be performed by the user."); 

remotely retrieving real-time hardware information associated with the first 
network device based on the first location directive, the hardware information including 
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information on one or more hardware characteristics; remotely retrieving real-time 
hardware information associated with the second network device based on the second 
location directive, the hardware information including information on one or more 
hardware characteristics (para. [0017], [0018], [0023]); 

dynamically displaying the information through an interactive display (Fig.6, 
para.[0023],[0024]) 

polling the first network device based on a polling configuration file, the polling 
configuration file comprising an associated polling interval for each hardware 
characteristic retrieved (para. [0024]); receiving updated hardware information 
associated with the network device at each associated polling interval (para. [0024]); and 

dynamically displaying the updated hardware information (Fig.6, 
para.[0023],[0024]). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the . 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 4, 12 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Faulkner et al.(hereinafter Faulkner) (US 2003/0208480 A1 ) in view of Fung (US 
2003/0200473 A1) 

Referring to claim 4, 
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Keeping in mind the teachings of Faulkner as stated above, although Faulkner 
teaches a few of these OlDs relate to environmental and physical conditions such as 
temperature, power quality, and fan speed (fan status) ([para.0019]), power supply 
status and module card status (Fig. 6) specifically fails to explicitly teach memory 
usage and Central Processing Unit (CPU) usage. 

Fung teaches the method of claim 1 , each hardware characteristic selected from 
the group consisting of: memory usage (page 29, Table III, page 20, para.[190]); 
chassis temperature (page 8, para. [0079]); Central Processing Unit (CPU) usage (page 
12, para.[107]); fan status (page 15, para.[0142], page 16, para. [0154]); module card 
status (page 15, para. [0144], page 16, para. [00147]); and power supply status, (page 
15, para. [0143]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one having an ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to include all these parameters be monitored for 
each of the devices by configuring the DDF as suggested by Faulkner. 

It would have been obvious because Faulkner gives the DDF build up technology 
for each of the desired devices on the network to be monitored while Fung just shows 
what to monitor with suggesting that these parameters can also be retrieved through the 
industry's standard SNMP MIB. 
Referring to claim 12, 

Claim 12 is a claim to the software for monitoring hardware information associated with 
a network element in accordance with the method of claim 4. Therefore, claim 12 is 
rejected for the reasons set forth for claim 4. 
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Referring to claim 20, 

Claim 20 is a claim to the system for monitoring information associated with a network 
element in accordance with the method of claim 4. Therefore, claim 20 is rejected for 
the reasons set forth for claim 4. 

Conclusion 

Examiner's note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the 
references as applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings of the art and are 
applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant in preparing responses, 
to fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part of the 
claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art or 
disclosed by the Examiner. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ashok B. Patel whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
3972. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John A. Follansbee can be reached on (571) 272-3964. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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